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Downtown safety plan hits pause button

Corey Arwood
Burlington Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

In the final minutes of an all-night
session, City Council Democrats agreed
to revisit their Burlington Forward plan
with more collaboration from the mayor
and Progressives — rather than chance
a veto of their sweeping downtown
safety vision.

“Idon’t think we need a crystal ball or
time machine to see what we’re on a
crash course towards,” said Council
President Ben Traverse, the lead Demo-
crat behind the plan, at the close of the
nearly seven-hour meeting Monday.

After hours of debate, city councilors
voted to table the item until their Dec. 7
meeting and to work with Mayor Emma
Mulvaney-Stanak's office on the docu-
ment through a new committee. The

new group will include Traverse plus the
chairs of the two parties.

A day later the mayor released a
statement on the results.

“I'm pleased that, after a long debate
last night, the City Council agreed to my
proposal to start anew as true collabora-
tors,” Mulvaney-Stanak said in the
statement.

She added: “It is my hope that we
identify each caucus’ priorities, fairly

assess the effectiveness of the City’s ex-
isting community safety strategies, and
bring the community a new proposal —
one that reflects the inspired, collabora-
tive vision our residents want from city
leaders.”

After its party-line passage in Au-
gust, the 20-page document started to
get revised. On Monday, the resolution

See SAFETY PLAN, Page 2A
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Janet Stambolian, center, and the cast of Girls Nite Out Production’s “Alumni Pie”

in 2015. BURLINGTON FREE PRESS FILE

Girls Nite Out brings 16-year theater run to an end

Brent Hallenbeck
Burlington Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Girls Nite Out Productions has spent
a decade and a half entertaining Bur-
lington theater audiences. But in the
past couple of years, the company’s for-
ward momentum began to slow.

Jennifer Warwick, one of Girls Nite
Out’s founders, felt the theater bug dis-
sipate a bit. Another founder, Janet
Stambolian, wanted to keep the compa-
ny going. But when Girls Nite Out’s
longtime set designer also said it might
be time to bring things to a close, Stam-
bolian reluctantly agreed.

“You pull that brick out of the wall,
and it’s like a house of cards,” she said.
“It came as a shock. I thought we all had
a few good years.”

Those good years starting in 2010
end Oct. 29 and 30. The group is holding

See THEATER, Page 2A

Jennifer Warwick, left, and Janet Stambolian, founders of Gi
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Productions, stand Oct. 27, in front of the theater company’s banner at Main
Street Landing Performing Arts Center in Burlington.
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Key ballot
measures
mark

midterms

Trans rights, billionaire
tax among initiatives

Joseph Ax
REUTERS

While the battle for Congress in No-
vember’s U.S. midterm elections cap-
tures most of the attention, voters in
more than three dozen states will also
decide around 150 ballot measures,
from the rights of transgender ath-
letes, to abortion access, to the world’s
first billionaire tax.

Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska and
Washington will decide whether to bar
transgender girls and women from
playing for all-female sports teams.

Republican candidates have sought
to highlight the issue on the campaign
trail, after political strategists credited
President Donald Trump’s attacks on
transgender rights in 2024 with help-
ing him to victory. Proponents of the
limits say they protect girls and wom-
en, while critics say they discriminate
against transgender students.

Arizona and Nebraska have passed
laws that prohibit transgender girls
and women from teams that align with
their gender identity. But Arizona’s ref-
erendum would expand its law to ap-
ply to private schools and require all
schools to ensure bathrooms and lock-
er rooms are open only to athletes
whose birth certificate matches the
gender associated with the facility.

Nebraska’s measure would codify
its ban into the state constitution,
making it more difficult for lawmakers
to reverse.

Washington’s law would require
any athlete seeking to join a girls’ team
to have their “biological sex” verified
by a healthcare provider, a provision
some opponents have said could result
in unnecessary and invasive examina-
tions.

Two states will also vote on restrict-
ing gender-affirming care for minors.
A ballot measure in Colorado would
ban transition-related surgeries for
minors. In Missouri, where a law al-
ready prohibits gender-affirming med-
ical treatment for children, voters will
decide whether to add that ban to the
state constitution.

Idaho voters will decide whether to
establish the right to abortion up to fe-
tal viability, which is generally consid-
ered to be around 24 weeks of preg-
nancy. The state has banned virtually
all abortions since 2022, when the U.S.

See MIDTERMS, Page 3A
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Safety plan

Continued from Page 1A

appeared on the agenda, up for a vote in
its latest draft form.

It came up for debate late in the eve-
ning, last on the agenda and after two
hours of public comment. Most of the
folks speaking on the resolution op-
posed it and characterized it as a way of
appealing to business owners and land-
lords and scapegoating people without
homes for business woes. Critics be-
lieve the resolution sought to push un-
housed people out of downtown with-
out addressing what might've caused
their homelessness, such as a lack of
affordable housing or limited resources
for mental healthcare and addiction

treatment.

A handful of speakers called for its
approval and said strong policing and
consequences, like those mentioned in
the resolution, were needed remedies.

Mulvaney-Stanak spoke about the
resolution for over 10 minutes to open
the meeting.

She said that in her seven years on
City Council and as a state representa-
tive, she had never seen a resolution or
bill completely go around committee
deliberations.

“The proposed revisions we'll hear
about tonight were neither vetted nor
voted on by council committees, by-
passing a transparent and democratic
review process,” said Mulvaney-Sta-
nak.

Progressive councilors characterized
the document as nakedly political and

detached from reality, plus compared it
unfavorably to the homelessness poli-
cies of Trump administration advisors.

Traverse said if the new resolution
was approved that night, he would call
for a pause on any work to the docu-
ment until Dec. 7.

“The original version of this resolu-
tion is a working draft,” Traverse said.
“From my perspective, this is an item
that still remains before all four of the
committees that are taking it under
consideration and that there would be
absolutely nothing stopping those com-
mittees, or from us in collaboration
from the mayor's office, to continue to
work on the items that appeared in the
original version as well as .. in the
amended version.”

As Progressives debated the propos-
al just before 12 a.m., Ward 3 Councilor

Laura Sanchez-Parkinson proposed an
amendment to create the new ad-hoc
committee. Then both sides took a
break to untangle the various propos-
als.

Later, Traverse said that although he
heard “concerns about yet another
committee” from his peers, they did not
have votes to pass the resolution that
night and needed to reach “common
ground” on “fundamental disagree-
ments.”

“Pushing this forward to a final vote
is teeing up a showdown where, if I
were sitting in the mayor’s shoes, I
would anticipate that I would veto this
resolution as it stands right now, and
then it goes nowhere,” he said.

Corey Arwood is the Burlington Free
Press city reporter and can be reached
by email at clarwood@gannett.com .
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a farewell celebration in the place where
it staged its productions, the Main
Street Landing Black Box Theater.

“It gets down to: Do we do this be-
cause we can’'t bear not to do it? Or do
we say, ‘The standards we set, we are
not willing to compromise?”” Stambo-
lian said.

‘Steel Magnolias,’
‘The Odd Couple’ and more

Stambolian and Warwick spoke Oct.
27 with the Burlington Free Press in the
Black Box Theater as crew put staging in
place for the farewell celebration. The
duo, who met through local community
theater stalwart Lyric Theatre, formed
Girls Nite Out Productions to give per-
formers and audiences the chance to ex-
perience well-written plays with great
roles for women.

Girls Nite Out’s productions began
with “Steel Magnolias” and included
works by Nora Ephron and Neil Simon,
whose script for “The Odd Couple” was

“It gets down to: Do we do
this because we can’t bear
not to do it? Or do we say,
‘The standards we set, we
are not willing to
compromise?’”

Janet Stambolian
co-founder

presented with female leads. The com-
pany offered several works by Vermont
playwright Carole Vasta Folley, includ-
ing “The Family of Ewe,” “Alumni Pie”
and “The Sleepover.”

In one review, the Free Press noted
that Vasta Folley’s script for “The Family
of Ewe” as presented by Girls Nite Out
“brought substantial depth along with
the witty dialogue and feel-good tone.”
The company’s final play, “Paint Night”
by Carey Crim, was staged last fall.

Girls Nite Out had been finding it
more difficult to discover relevant, fun,
meaningful and well-written plays with
substantive roles for women. Plays from
the 1970s through the ‘90s felt outdated

and were often stereotypical, according
to Stambolian.

She said ending Girls Nite Out is hard
but “braver” than continuing on with
compromised values.

“Everything has its season,” Warwick
said. Girls Nite Out had 16 of them.

“Let us not continue to §jump the
shark,” she said. “Let’s leave our legacy
as a good one.”

Girls Nite Out fund
to help Lyric Theatre

The nonprofit company, which pays
modest stipends to cast and crew, is dis-
solving its remaining assets and send-
ing materials related to theater produc-
tions to Lyric and Vermont Repertory
Theatre. Leftover money will establish
the Stambolian/Warwick Girls Nite Out
Fund to provide for underserved popu-
lations in Chittenden County access to
Lyric Theatre productions.

Stambolian hopes the fund will in-
spire young people who might other-
wise not encounter plays and musicals
to become involved in performing,
building sets or designing costumes
themselves.

“In order for theater to survive,” she

said, “there has to be a new generation.”

Warwick was 42 and Stambolian was
62 when they began Girls Nite Out 16
years ago. Both hope to pursue theater
with other organizations. In the mean-
time, they’re preparing for the farewell
celebration, which will include video
highlights from several productions as
well as live music from “Prima Don-
nettes” and “Smokey Joe’s Café,” two re-
vues Girls Nite Out presented.

Stambolian expects a finale full of
people who love Girls Nite Out will be
the balm she needs.

“'m in deep grief. I need to go
through these stages of grief,” she said.
“Doing this event will really help.”

If you go

WHAT: Farewell celebration of Girls
Nite Out Productions

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29-
Friday, Oct. 30

WHERE: Main Street Landing Black
Box Theater, Burlington

INFORMATION: $55. girlsniteoutvt-
.com

Contact Brent Hallenbeck at bhallen-
beck@burlingtonfreepress.com .
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