MIRIAM
Are you telling me I shouldn’t?
LOLLY

Of course niot. That’s not even possible. But you can’t control this
one no matter how tightly you try to hold on. So you may have to
let go a little. Gjve it up to the universe. Impossiblefor you, I know,
but—
MIRIAM
So, what, I’'m a control freak now?

LOLLY
The strongest trees a

MIRIAM
I don'’t need the Ashram

LOLLY
You're the one who brought'up Buddhism.

the ones that cayf bend in the wind.

lk right plow, okay?

Vera enters.

MIRIAM

My mistake.
VERA

Are you a Buddhist?
MIRIAM

Not yet.
VERA

I do a Sangha m

sometime.
MIRIAM

I might.
VERA

Okay everypne. We need to finish up so those backgrounds have

itation group every Sunday. You should join us

So jou just said yes to going to Buddhist church with a practi
stranger but—

MIR]JAM
It not Buddhist Church.
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FERN
Over a year

MIRIAM
I can't stand yoiyr church Fern. I'm s¢fry but I can.

FERN

MIRIAM
Two words. Christi

FERN

Bree shudders.
You don't like it ej

BREE
I'm a traditiofalist. If I had Ny way wed still be doing Gregorian
chants.

MIRIAM
Ha!

FERN
So,/if my church played more tradition® music, you would come
th me?

MIRIAM
No.

Fern starts to say something then thinks better of it and gets up to dry

o h
er canvas.
s

LOLLY
If you're pissed at me, be pissed at me. Don't take it out on Aunt
Fern!

MIRIAM
We're supposed to be drying now. You would know that if you had
been on time!

LOLLY
Whatever.

Lolly gets up to use the fans. Miriam follows her.
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MIRIAM

You make it so hard sometimes.
LOLLY

To what?
MIRIAM

Celebrate you. This. Anything!
LOLLY

I’'m sorry!
MIRIAM

No you're not!
LOLLY

No. I’'m not. Because you don't actually want to celebrate!
MIRIAM

You're getting married, Lolly. That is a life event to be marked.
LOLLY

Why?
MIRIAM

What do you mean why?
LOLLY

Why do we celebrate it?
MIRIAM

That is a ridiculous question!
LOLLY

Then give me a ridiculous answer!

MIRIAM
Because it’s one of those moments in your life. It’s an enormous step,
a rite of passage—

LOLLY
Yes, that’s why humans celebrate weddings. But why are we celebrating
this particular one? You don't even like him!

MIRIAM
I don’t know him!

LOLLY
He spent eight days at our house!

MIRIAM
He didn't speak for five of them!

LOLLY
Does someone have to speak in order for you to know them?
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MIRIAM
Yes! What is it that you want from me, Lolly? Please tell me because
I am tired of turning myself into a pretzel trying to read your
constantly changing needs!
LOLLY
I don't want you to celebrate something your heart isn't in. That’s
why Aunt Fern and Bree had to put this whole thing together, isn't
it? It’s not like you did it!
BREE
We just helped with the planning.
LOLLY
No. You did all the planning! I'll bet she didn’t even want to come!
MIRIAM
I'm here arent I?
LOLLY
Yes, but it’s like the damn Christmas cards all over again.
MIRIAM
Well now I don't even know what you're talking about!
FERN
You always do such lovely Christmas cards. (To Gwen and Vera) They
are truly spectacular.
LOLLY
Exactly. Every year, she wants us to have the perfect, fake smiling,
put together J Crew catalog family Christmas card photo. A picture
that completely belies the much messier, much harder, but much
more authentic story.
MIRIAM
What is wrong with wanting a nice Christmas card?
LOLLY
It isn't real.
MIRIAM
Well neither is Santa Claus!
LOLLY
He’s not? Oh my God, what about EIf on the Shelf?
MIRIAM
Stop. I'm not happy about the reason you're getting married, it’s

true, but that doesnt mean we don’t make the best of it. Celebrate
it, even.
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LOLLY
We don't have to.

MIRIAM

I do.
LOLLY

No you really don't, because I’'m not getting married.
MIRIAM

What?

LOLLY
I'm sorry everyone. I know you all came out to celebrate and I
should have just canceled but—

MIRIAM
You're not getting married?

LOLLY
No.

FERN

10 Bree) So now what?

BRRE
at do you mean?

FER

A.q we still celebrating?
BREE\‘

I dont know.
FERN
How d&‘we have a wedding shower for a wedding that is no longer
happenine?
MIRIAM
Oh Lolly) oh God... did you...?

LOLLY
=

No.

FERN
What? Did sh& what?

MIRIAM
Nothing,

LOLLY
You were relieved for a second!

MIRIAM
No, I wasn't.
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There’s a baby?

MIRIAM
I didn't tell
LOLLY
Why not? Ygu tell them everything else about my life. Oh wait, Of
course. I d ow why. Christmas card.
MIRIAM
That is ngt fajr.
GWEN
You're pregnant?
LOLLY
Yes.
BREE
Oh my God, Lolly, that is amazing and wonderful and incredible
and glorious and amazing and someone else jump in here because I

m that part.
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